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Dear Centurions,

Firstly may I say how proud and honoured I am that I was proposed and accepted as
the 9th Captain of the Centurions l91l atFebruary's A.G.M.
Since becoming a Centurion in the l9T6Leicester to Skegness I have made many
friends and would like to take this opportunity to thank them all for their kindness and
assistance given to me.

For the last 19 years I have served as a Vice Captain, during which time I enjoyed
many memorable trips to France and Holland for ultra distance races. My thanks go
especially to Bob Porter C721, Frank Dolan C656, Fred Baker C266, Bob, C838 and
Ken C859 Watts and many others who made the occasions so enjoyable. I would also
like to thank our last Captain, Colin Young C317, for his dedication during his term
of office and also for being a great ambassador for our sport during his long and
distinguished career in athletics.

May I also thank John Eddershaw C299, our past President and Captain, Chris Flint
C849, our Secretary, Paul Sargent C430, our Treasurer, Ken Munro C370 and Bill
Sutherland C890, both former Secretaries, for their outstanding contribution to the
Brotherhood and encouragement given to me during my period on the Committee.
Sadly we have to record the deaths of our Brothers since the AGM in October 2002:

Cecil Phillips C184
J.E. Todd C285
Hub Coenen C729
Johan Bakker C889
Charlie Megnin C288
Roger Le Moine C802
Geurt Reeringh C4l2
Phil Hastings C632

John Leech C358
Theo jongeii C882
Daniel Zoetardt C.931

Leo Scholten C392
Dennis Yale C549
Thomas Milner C234
James O'Neill C.102
Clifford Rushton C539

I would like to pay my personal respects to Phil Hastings and his wife Anne who were
tragically killed in a car accident in South Africa in July 2004. I have many treasured
memories of time spent in Phil's company on trips to France and Holland. He was a
great character. For many years he organised the team of walkers who went to the
Roubaix 28 hours race. We will all sadly miss him for his charm, wit and sporting
achievements.

Colchester 100 mile
This year's 100 miles at Colchester on 2l 'L and,22nd August was a great success.
London Vidarians Walking Club promoted this with assistance from Ron Wallwark
C893 of New Astley Club and Jer:ry Everett of Colchester Harriers. The race attracted
an entry of 53 of which 48 started.
The winner was Sandra Brown C738 in a time of 19hrs 17mins 28sec. A truly
magnificent performance. Second place was Ian Statter C968 and 3'd David Jones

C987. Kevin Marshall, in fourth position, was 1" of 13 new Centurions who
completed the course.
1't Open Team (Sunday Dispatch Trophy) was RWV Netherlands.
l't UK Team (Tom Reynolds Shield) was Isle of Man Vets Athletic Club.
Jaap Visser C944 won the Eddie McNeir Shield for the third consecutive year (1't
finisher over 65 years).

24 participants completed the 100 miles in 24 hours and a further six walkers were
classified at 80 miles and there was one disqualification.

My thanks go to all officials, especially Carl Lawton C750, our new President, with
whom I was privileged to assist at presenting each finisher with their medals as they
completed the race. The race was ably judged by Jack Thomas C606 and Alf Stokes
C451 and their team. Thanks also to John Howley and his team of Timekeepers and
Recorders.

The main feeding station was manned by Richard Brown C760 and family and friends
of London Vidarians and by Peter Selby and Barbara Stoddard. Margaret and Lance
Williams provided a continuous supply of meals for the Officials and both teams
contributed enormously to the success of the event.
Dave Ainsworth C540 did a fine job as P.A. Announcer.

Lastly I must congratulate Race Organiser, Chris Flint C849, not only for all his hard
work in getting the race offthe ground, but also in completing another 100. Well
Done Chris!

I.O.M. Parish WaIk
Once again this year's Isle of Man 85mile Parish Walk was a great success. There
was a record entry of 1234.

This unique event captures the imagination of the Manx folk and challenges their
endurance and stamina. Having competed in the Walk on 19 occasions I would
encourage anyone to give it a try. The organisation is I't class with sponsorship from
Clerical and Medical Insurance.
Most walkers go as far as their legs will take them. For seasonal walkers it is a very
tough race.
This year's winner for the 3'd time was local man Robbie Callister (still to become a
Centurion) in a time of 15 hours 26mins 31secs. just outside of the record set by
Derek Harrison C466, of 15hrs 20min 51 secs inl979.

A record 99 completed the course within the24 hour limit. These included
Centurions Simon Cox C956, Mike Holgate C820, Anthony Kneale C954, Chris Flint
C849, and Charlie Weston C584.

Roubaix
This year's Roubaix 28 hours race was another success. Once again Peter Selby made
most of the arrangements with assistance from London Vidarians members.
Our team was led home by new Centurion Kevin Marshall C1001 with a distance of
211.195km. David Jones C987 was 15ft, Ken Watts C859 was 17th, Parminder
Bhatti C909 was 18th, Martin Fisher C788 was 23'd,IohnFenton Cg47 was 26th, Eric
Horwell C390 was 31't, Bob Watts C838 was 32nd, andDavid Fall was 36th' These
made up our team of finishers.

I would like to extend my thanks to Peter Selby who has organised this trip for many
will be able to carry on with this massive task.

years. I hope that he

Capital Ring Walk
In July I was invited to be a member of a party to walk the Capital Ring. This is a 78
mile course from Woolwich, clockwise around London, on a series of paths through
Parks and woodland of 20 London Boroughs,
The team leader was Jill Green C898, and husband Dave was in charge of the
minibus, support and feeding stations. There were 7 checkpoints where food and
drink were supplied. We walked as a group, helping each other when the going was
tough.
The object of the Walk was to get publicity to encourage families to walk more and
enjoy open spaces. We walked on the Southside of the Thames through Eltham
Palace, Crystal Palace, Wimbledon Park, and Richmond Park and crossed the Thames
to start ow way back through Syon Park, Northwick Park, Highgate Woods and Old
Ford Lock on the River Lea. The Walk was completed in 24 hours back through foot
tunnel below the Thames in Woolwich. Of the 20 walkers who started 18 finished.
Those were Jill Green: Sandra and Richard Brown: Bob and Ken Watts: Sue
Clements: Cathy Crilley: and your Captain. All other finishers were from LDWA.

My thanks go to Colin Saunders and Don Bolton of LDWA for organising such an
enjoyable event. Also of course to Jil1 and Dave Green for their hard work.

Two of our Vice Captains, Jill Green C898 and Sue Clements C950 have been
topping up the mileage during the year. They both walked the Sri Chinmoy 24 track
race at Tooting Bec in October. Jill came in 6'n place and 1st lady with 105 miles and
Sue was 7t',Znilady with 104 miles. It was Jill;s birthday; she started the race aged
62 and finished aged 63. Along with her prize she was presented with a chocolate
cake.

Jill has also completed races in Germany.

She was unable to compete at Colchester

due to an invitation to race in the Shenefield 24 hburs where she came

in 1't lady.

Congratulations to Pam FickenCg34 on being elected for 3'd term as President
Southern Area of the Race Walking Association.
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100 Miles in 2005

We have now a confirmed date for our 100 milel24 hourNational Championship.
This will be held on 30'h/3l't July 2005 atKings Lynn Leisure Centre. This is being
organised by Royston Runners with assistance from the Centurions and the New
Ashley Club. The course has been checked by Chris Fiint and Ron Wallwork" The
circuit is about 2 miles and includes one lap of the running track each time.

I would like to congratulate Cathy Crilley C933 for the excellent work she is doing
for the Centurions Web Site.
Also thanks to our Archivist Bob Watts C838 for the wealth of knowledge he
possesses about past Centurion history.

\v

Wherever you are, your officers and I would like to extend warn wishes to you all,
especially those of you who qualified and joined the Brotherhood in 2004.
Remember to raise your glass in time-honoured tradition at2pm on Christmas Day to
your fellow Centurions worldwide. The toast is 'The Centurions'.
God Bless and a Happy Christmas and New Year to you all.

Charlie Weston C584
Centurions Captain

